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Use of Languages - Bilingualism and Multilingualism
We know that being able to speak another language helps with the acquisition of a new language. Therefore, it is important to continue using the language(s) you and your child speak. Sharing your language(s) with the school will enable them to not only learn more about you but may also help them to support your child better with their English language acquisition. Alongside this, it will enable the school to communicate with you more effectively. 


Learning Platforms and Apps
Find out which online learning platforms and apps the school uses and how you can access them. Familiarising yourselves with these will also give you a good insight into what they are learning at school.
Books, Resources and Activities
Ask the teachers if there are any books you could read, resources you could use or activities you could do which might be helpful. Your school may be able to lend you a copy of a textbook, send home some vocabulary flashcards or suggest some useful activities to try. Sometimes this may be referred to as ‘pre-teaching’. This is when students have seen and accessed some of the content or resources prior to their lessons so they are not seeing it all for the first time in a new lesson.





Find Out What They’re Learning
It’s important to find out about what your child is learning in school. Look on the website, talk to the teachers and read any newsletters or updates which the school sends.
It’s also important to talk to your child about what they are learning in school. It is likely that they will be learning about a particular topic for several weeks so knowing what these topics are, the different subjects they are learning and talking about them at home can help. Talking to your child about their homework and discussing it together would be a useful way of doing this.
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Attend School Events
Although it may feel daunting at first, attending school events (such as assemblies, parents’ evenings, coffee mornings and workshops) will enable you to get to know your child’s school and staff. Sharing your knowledge and experiences could lead to you becoming more involved in school life and will also enable you to meet other parents/carers, helping you feel part of the school community.
Storytelling and Reading
Storytelling and reading are hugely important things to do at home. You may tell your child stories that you were told or you could make up new ones. Your child could also tell you some stories. It could be that you read stories to your child, you listen to them read or you both take turns to read to one another. Storytelling and reading in different languages is beneficial and if you are able to access any dual-language books that might also be helpful. Twinkl has lots of dual-language resources available here.
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